COVER SONG COPYRIGHT CHEAT SHEET

INTENDED USE

Performing Live

Creating Recordings
(Physical or Digital)

Selling Recordings
(Physical or Digital)

Digital Streaming
(Audio)

Creating Music Videos
(TV and Online)

Song Placement
in Movies
and Commercials

MAIN RIGHTS/LICENSE

Performance Rights
(Public Performance License)

GET A LICENSE FROM

Performing Rights Organizations
(BMI, ASCAP, SESAC)

Reproduction Rights
(Mechanical License
OR Compulsory License)

Copyright Owner
OR
Harry Fox Agency

Distribution Rights
(Mechanical License OR
Compulsory License)

Copyright Owner
OR
Harry Fox Agency

FOR USE OF COMPOQSITION:
Performance Rights
(Public Performance License)

Performing Rights Organizations
(BMI, ASCAP, SESAC)

TO STREAM RECORDING:

If Non-Interactive Streaming:
Statutory License

OR

If Interactive Streaming: Digital Sound
Recording Public Performance License

If Non-Interactive Streaming:
Copyright Owner OR SoundExchange

OR

If Interactive Streaming:
Copyright Owner OR Harry Fox Agency

Synchronization Rights
(Synchronization License)

Copyright Owner
OR Publisher

Reproduction and Distribution
(Mechanical License
OR Compulsory License)*

Copyright Owner
OR
Harry Fox Agency

Derivative Works (if on TV) Copyright Owner
(Derivative License) OR Publisher

Synchronization Rights Copyright Owner
(Synchronization License) OR Publisher

Sound Recording Rights
(Master Use License)
(previously recorded version)

Record Label OR
Copyright Owner

Performance Rights
(Public Performance License)

Performing Rights Organizations
(BMI, ASCAP, SESAC)

* Check your synchronization license; it may already include the necessary mechanical rights (reproduction and distribution rights) you need.
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